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It is during this year, 2019, 
that we of the Alabama Rural 
Water Association (ARWA) 
celebrate the retirement of 
our Executive Director, Ms. 

Kathy B. Horne. After 41 years of 
service to rural water initiatives in 
the State of Alabama, Ms. Horne 
has decided to pursue some well-
deserved rest and time with family and 
friends. 

Kathy Horne has been an integral part of 
the growth and success of the ARWA. She 
has given her entire professional career to 
providing a membership organization capable of 
offering the water and wastewater systems of Alabama 
( and by extension, the general population of Alabama ) 
resources, services and assistance necessary to provide 
access to clean and affordable drinking water, as well 
as comprehensive and compliant wastewater treatment 
services.

During our 41st Annual Technical Training Conference 
in Mobile, AL, we took the opportunity to celebrate Ms. 
Horne’s retirement with special proceedings at our annual 
Tuesday night banquet. Many guests from across the nation 
were in attendance to enjoy a “Celebration of 41 Years of 
Service to Rural Water.” These guests represented companies, 
agencies, and rural water associations from across our great 
nation. They represented just a small fraction of the many 
relationships Kathy developed during her career. Through 
these relationships, Kathy was able to build a strong network 
of support for water and wastewater systems in Alabama.

Tuesday evening began, as usual, with a Social before 
the Banquet. Guests gathered in the pre-function area 

outside the Banquet room for some 
fellowship and networking and to 
speak with the guest of honor, Ms. 
Kathy Horne. As the Social came 
to a close, guests, friends, and 
family filed into the Banquet Hall 
to continue the celebration over a 
fine meal. Normally, as the banquet 

dinner comes to an end and guests 
are drinking coffee and having some 

type of splendid dessert, the banquet 
would close with some entertainment 

including singers, comedians, and an 
occasional hypnotist! This year, however, 

everyone was entertained by celebrating Kathy’s 
long and illustrious career. Everyone listened as 

the ARWA staff, and special guests shared memories and 
stories highlighting Kathy’s many accomplishments and 
showcasing her grand career! 

The program began with a video containing comments 
from the ARWA staff, friends, and family who could not 
be present for the occasion. One person offering comments 
was none other than the CEO of the National Rural Water 
Association, Mr. Sam Wade. After the video, many special 
guests shared their comments and gave special gifts to 
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Kathy to thank her for all her years of service. These guests 
included friends and colleagues representing many different 
State Rural Water Associations throughout the United States 
of America.

The ARWA Board of Directors then took 
the time to make their own comments about 
Director Horne and her years of service. 
Everyone celebrated her accomplishments and 
efforts to guide the Association to its current 
prominence. The Board then presented Kathy 
with a traditional retirement gift; a beautiful 
watch engraved with her 41 years of service to 
the Association.

After all the accolades and comments, 
Director Horne reminisced about her career 
sharing with us many memories of events 
that happened during her tenure as Executive 
Director. These stories spanned the time from 
the ARWAs inception in the late 1970’s all the 
way to the present day in which the ARWA is 
the premier member service organization for 
water and wastewater utilities in Alabama. 

She began at the beginning when the ARWA 
was little more than a dream of Mr. John A. 
Garrett. Mr. Garrett approached Ms. Kathy 
as a young paralegal, working in downtown 
Montgomery and told her that he would 
need her help. He was starting something big, 
and with her assistance, felt they could really 
do something wonderful for Alabama. This 
was during a time when the Environmental 
Protection Agency was still in its infancy, 
and all of the rules and regulations we know 
so well today were just now being debated in 
various committees and meeting rooms in 
Washington. 

Mr. Garrett and Ms. Horne began with a very 
small budget. A grant from the EPA that was 
matched with some State money to go and 
offer training to water systems in Alabama. 
The pair would load a car with materials and 
set out, stopping and conducting two training 
workshops per day across the State.

The efforts were successful, and the Association began to 
earn its reputation as a valuable resource that could help and 
provide guidance for Alabama Utilities. Dr. John Regnier 
came on board a few years later, and the Association began 
to grow. The team would forge partnerships with private, 
local, State and Federal groups, disseminate information to 

Utilities across Alabama, and watch legislative activities and 
speak out on behalf of the concerns of Alabama Utilities.

Time passed, the Association continued to grow, and in 
1996, Kathy Horne was named Executive Director of the 
Association. My, how things had changed. During those 
first few years in the late ’70s, the ARWA changed from an 
organization with a small training budget, to one that offered 
more than a dozen major services to Alabama’s Public Water 
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Utilities. The ARWA had become a formidable Association, 
but Ms. Horne was not satisfied. She knew that there was 
still much work to do, and many ways that the ARWA could 
grow to meet even more needs of Alabama Utilities. 

One of her first orders of business was to find and establish 
a new home for the ARWA. She worked diligently with her 
Board and provided the information that was necessary for 
the board to provide their guidance regarding the acquisition 
and construction of the ARWA’s current office building, 
located at 2576 Bell Road in Montgomery. The building was 

completed and dedicated in 1999.

With a new headquarters from which to conduct business 
secured, Director Horne continued her work for the Utilities 
of Alabama. In 2001, she worked with Senator Richard 
Shelby to secure funding for operator training needs in the 
State, providing many years of funding for Certification 
Classes to build our industry. 

In 2005, disaster struck the United States in the form of 
Hurricane Katrina. Many Alabama Utilities were drastically 
impacted. Director Horne immediately put the resources 
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and partnerships of the ARWA to work for those systems 
impacted in Alabama, as well as our neighboring States 
who were also impacted. Utilizing the lessons learned 
from disasters like Hurricane Katrina, Director Horne, in 
cooperation with other State Association Directors who 
serve on the National Rural Water Association’s Emergency 
Response Committee, worked to build a National Emergency 
Response partnership and training program that continues 
to grow today. Training offered through this particular 
effort ensures that Associations have the resources and 
partnerships in place to respond to any disaster across the 
Nation in the most professional way possible, and Director 
Horne was an integral part of designing and implementing 
this program.

Director Horne took us back through many memories and 
highlights of her career and the Association’s history. Stories 
of travels across the Nation, meeting with friends, colleagues, 
and partners to learn about the water and wastewater 
business and develop programs to offer assistance to 
members and participants of the industry. What an amazing 
career! 

Director Horne also had a surprise gift for the next Executive 
Director in line. In 1996, when Director Horne ascended to 
her role of Executive Director, she was given a token that 
represented the massive responsibility of running a service 
organization as important as the ARWA; a small stuffed 

monkey. As she closed her speech, she paid this token 
forward to the newly appointed Executive Director, Mr. Rob 
White IV, saying “Congratulations, Rob! The monkey is on 
your back now!”.

As the evening was coming to a close, the Alabama Rural 
Water Association’s Board of Directors had one more 
surprise for Director Horne. The Board re-dedicated the 
Association’s Office Building in honor of Director Horne and 
her service to the Association; adorning the building with its 
new prominent title as the “Kathy B Horne Administration 
Building.”

Friends, if you were not able to be part of this event, I will 
tell you that sadly, you missed a fantastic occasion marking 
a major milestone in the ARWA’s history. Should you have 
the opportunity to talk with Director Horne, please do so. 
Her passion for our industry remains as strong as ever, 
and her wisdom and experience are invaluable resources 
to any water or wastewater professional. Also, if you have 
the opportunity to visit the “Kathy B Horne Administration 
Building” in Montgomery, AL, please take it. Come in and 
meet with the newest Executive Director of the ARWA, 
Mr. Rob White IV, who will be hard at work continuing in 
the path of his predecessors, innovating new programs to 
support our industry and maintaining the level of excellence 
you’ve come to demand from your service organization.

Kathy Horne and ARWA Staff

Kathy Horne and ARWA Board of Directors

Kathy addresses the crowd

Kathy Horne and Family
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